Adult Invasive Mussel Monitoring (AIMM) 2017
Data Entry using iMapInvasives

The Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre administers a GIS-based invasive species mapping
and data management tool, iMapInvasives, which provides a platform for open data exchange
and communication between regional invasive species efforts. By providing a central data
repository for invasive species information, the SKCDC provides easily accessible, up-to-date
information for land managers and citizen scientists.
Partnering with the Ministry of Environment and a number of regional and provincial
conservation organizations, the Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre will manage
information on aquatic invasive species monitoring efforts. Individual surveys will be entered
into iMapInvasives by users, and viewable to all members of the Adult Invasive Mussel
Monitoring (AIMM) project.

This guide has been developed to assist with data entry for the AIMM program. For additional
guidance, please contact Beryl Wait at (306) 933-6436 or email invasives.imap@gov.sk.ca

For more information on iMapInvasives, visit:
For Saskatchewan-specific resources, visit:

http://www.imapinvasives.org/
http://www.biodiversity.sk.ca/Invasives.htm
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User Account Set-up
In order to enter and/or view information on iMapInvaisves, you must have a valid username
and password.
Visit http://login.imapinvasives.org/skimi/request_login_account/ to request a free account.
Fields that are highlighted in pink are mandatory. Please indicate your participation in the
AIMM project in one of the comment boxes.

2

Entering Your Survey Data
Log in to iMapInvasives by visiting http://login.imapinvasives.org/skimi/
From the home page, under the Enter Data heading, click on the link to Survey

You will be redirected to the Survey Information form, where you will fill out details of the
survey(s) you completed.
To begin entering a survey record, you must first select a Survey Type from the drop-down
menu. For the purposes of AIMM, all surveys will fall under the category Aquatic Simple.
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Once you choose Aquatic Simple as your survey type, the first step is to map the polygon (area
surveyed for the target species).
A map will appear at the top of the data submission page. You can pan and zoom to your
location, or use the search bar at the top of the map (enter lat/long coordinates, or an
address/place name in the search bar and then hit “Go” – but be sure to include state/province
initials following an address).
In the image below “Waskesiu” was written in the search bar and the view of the map was
moved directly over top of Waskesiu Lake in Prince Albert National Park.

Once you have navigated to the correct location, use the zoom tool on the top left side of the
map to zoom in closer to the desired area.
Click the left-most drawing tool button in the upper right-hand corner to activate the
Draw tool, and then click on the map to add vertices to your survey polygon.
Double click to finish the polygon.
You can click and drag the vertices to reshape the polygon, or click the red “delete
polygon” icon to start again
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Drawing Tools

Zoom Tools

If you are entering data for the Substrate Sampler, draw a small square indicating the
deployment location (e.g., edge of dock).
If you are entering data for the Shoreline Survey, draw your polygon along the shoreline that
you inspected, as well as any physical structures that were inspected (e.g., natural shoreline and
underside of dock).

Due to the complexity of the survey data entry form and the amount of time it may take you
to completely fill in the form, we recommend you regularly save your work by clicking
“Update Main Survey” at the bottom of the Survey page.

Note: Required fields are highlighted in pink. If a required field has not been populated, the
program will not allow the record to be saved. If you try to save before these are populated, the
screen will be redirected to the missing fields, and they will be marked in red.
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Once a polygon has been drawn around the area surveyed, scroll down and begin filling in the
information located in the Basic Survey Fields section
BASIC SURVEY FIELDS [mandatory fields highlighted in pink]
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Lead Contact
SELECT AIMM-Monitoring Team. This user account has been set up as a default for data
management purposes. The data you enter will still be associated with your user account - you
are automatically listed as the Data Entry Person.
Project Name
SELECT AIMM 2017
Survey Goal
SELECT a) Find potential ED/RR locations
Survey Start & End Dates
For Shoreline Surveys:

For Substrate Sampling:

Survey start and end date would both be the same date
(the day on which you went out and completed the survey)
Survey start date would be the first day that you deployed your
substrate sampler, and the end date would be either 1) the date
you checked your substrate sampler, or, 2) the date you removed
your substrate sampler from the water (please indicate the dates
on which you inspected the sampler in the General Comments
field)

Target Species
Select the scientific name of the species you are searching for from the dropdown menu
Zebra Mussel = Dreissena polymorpha
Quagga Mussel = Dreissena rostriformis bugensis
Target Species Detected
SELECT ***None Detected*** from dropdown menu if no invasive species are found.
If a target species is detected during your survey, select the scientific name from the dropdown
menu and then enter your Observation Record. [Step-by-step guide in Appendix A]
Resulting Observation IDs
Leave blank if no invasive species are found.
If you find a target species during your survey, enter the Observation Record ID associated with
the observation record you created.
General Comments
What was attached to your substrate sampler? Enter Here.
Enter any other comments that may have affected your results: Was there low visibility due to
weather conditions? Are you uncertain of your species identification? Do you suspect someone
moved your substrate sampler? Etc.
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SURVEY TYPE: AQUATIC SIMPLE DETAILS

General Survey Type
Specific Survey Method

Substrate Sampler

Shoreline Survey

b) Underwater
l) Substrate sampler

c) Dry Land/Shoreline
j) Visual Only

Enter any additional details about the survey design that can help provide context to other
users that review your survey results (e.g., materials used, usage of area, depth of sampler,
depth of water at shoreline, etc).
Example: Shoreline Survey…
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Example: Substrate Sampler Monitoring (Portland or Stocked Plate)…
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ADVANCED SURVEY FIELDS [optional]
Advances Survey Fields are optional and can include as much (or as little) information as you
like! Click on the arrow next to the headings to expand the section.

* Some fields will auto-populate based on the data entered in your Basic Survey Fields.
** There are many fields within each heading. You can leave irrelevant fields blank.
WHO
Are you representing an organization? What was your crew size? Who were the members of
your crew? How many hours did you spend on your survey?
WHAT
Leave blank unless you want to comment in greater detail about your survey goals.
WHEN
What was your search intensity? Did you casually complete a shoreline survey or did you have a
crew out all day and complete a thorough search?
WHERE
You can enter details on the area in which you surveyed.
Was it privately owned land? Did you request permission to use the area? Do you have any tips
on how to access your survey location that might help those revisiting it in the future?
WEATHER
This field is very important as it captures biologically relevant parameters of your survey.
What was the air temperature? What was the water temperature at your sampling location?
What was the pH of the water (Enter under Weather Comments)?
PHOTOS AND SKETCHMAPS
You can load photos, sketchmaps, and/or a copy of your original data form. Ensure that the
forms you want to load are saved as a picture file (JPG, PNG, GIF, TIF).
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Appendix A: Entering Your Observation Record
Once logged into iMapInvasives, http://login.imapinvasives.org/skimi/, you will be taken to the
home page. Under the Enter Data heading, left-click on the link Observation and follow the
step-by-step data entry process.

Step 1: Photo
Drag and drop any photos or sketch maps associated with your observation. You do not have
to upload a photo (simply click on the arrow and skip to Step 2: Who)
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Step 2: Who?
You can find the location where you observed the infestation/occurrence using GPS coordinates
a street address

Step 3: Project?
Is you data a part of an iMap Project? If so, select the project.
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Step 4: What?
Enter Select the species that you observed and click next.

Step 5: When?
Scroll through the Calendar using the arrow (on the top left corner) and select the date you
observed the infestation.
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Step 6: Where?
You can find the location where you observed the infestation/occurrence using GPS
coordinates, a street address, or the lake name by typing them into the appropriate search
bars. You can also use the zoom icon on the top left corner of the map
*Note: Both maps are showing the same area, but at different spatial scales.

Step 7: Submit Observation
You’re done entering your observation record! If you would like to submit an Assessment
(which contains a more detailed description of the observation) select on that link now.
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Appendix B: Setting Up Email Alerts
Email alerts allow users to be notified of new, confirmed species occurrences. Email alerts are a
great way to stay informed and Users can set up multiple emails alerts.
Click on the link Manage My Alerts link found on the Home Page.

Click on the link to Add New Alert

Select options from the dropdown menus to customize your email alerts based on your species
of interest and area of interest. Once completed, click Create Alert.
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